Management of prolonged therapeutic barbiturate coma.
Barbiturate administration for protection from focal ischemia was evaluated in baboons. All animals were monitored for 96 hours in an intensive care unit during various regimens of pentobarbital administration. Intermittent bolus injections of barbiturate yielded inconsistent electroencephalographic responses and produced the most cardiovascular instability. Continuous barbiturate infusion safely allowed the greatest amount of barbiturate to be employed with the most stable electrophysiological and cardiovascular response.